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LEGISLATIVE BILL 538
Approved by the Govermor May 22, 1971

Introduced by J. W. Burbach, 19th District; Maurice A.
Kremer, 34th District; Rudolf C. Kokes, 41st
District; Irving F. Wiltse, 1st District;
Herb Nore, 22nd District; Thomas C. Kennedy,
21st District; E. Thone Johnson, 15th
District

AN ACT to amend section 2-3203, Reissue Revised Statutes
of Nebraska, 1943, relating to natural
resources districts; to provide for the
creation of districts based on reorganized
river basins and abolish districts created on
other bases: and to repeal the original
section.

Be it enacted by the people of the State of Nebraska,

Section 1. That section 2-3203, Reissue Revised
Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read as
follous:

2-3203. 1In furtherance of the policy set forth
in section 2-3201, the entire area of the State of
Nebraska shall be divided into natural resources
districts. The Nebraska Soil and Water Conservation

Ccommission is hereby authorized and directed to
determine and establish the exact number, and the
boundaries of such districts. ;--fottowing---pubtic

hearings:-—Buring-the—boundury-dete!mination-process-the
connission—shaii-consuit-with--and--receive-—infermation
from-nppropziate-agencies-or-subéivisiens—ef—this--state
and—-eof--the--Hnited--3tatess Boundaries of natural
resources districts shall be established on or before
September October 1, 4978 1971. When establishing such
boundaries the commission shall employ the following
guidelines and criteria:

(1) The primary objective shall be to establish
boundaries which provide effective coordination,
planning, development and general management of commen
prob}em-a:eas:—-—eeumen-—prebien-—a:eas——aze-—centiguous
jands-which;-when—taken-in-the--aqqreqate; areas, Which
have related resources problems, infivenced--primariiy
by—one-o:—more-naturai——chcraete:istics--of—-topeg:aphy;
sett;-or-waters Such ceommon--probiem areas shall be
determined according to the hydrologic and--geotegic
patterns, to--which--the—-probiems--are--most--directiy
reiated7-—sech--as—-surface——later--divides—-er--hasins;
cceurrence-or- nevement-of-ground-water;-soit-or-geoteogic
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eenditions7—ané—tepographyr--k—&ist:ict-shaii-inciude-at
ieast-one-coumen—probiem-azea—except—in-those--a:eas--ef
the—state—as--recognize&--in—-subdiviaion--fﬁr--ef-—this
section; The recodnized river ins of the state shall
be ptilized in deLgxninigg___gng___g§;ﬁgl;5hing___;gg
boundaries for districts and where pecessary _for more
efficient development and general map, Ranagement two or more
districts shall be created within a basin;

{2) Boundaries of districts shall follow
approximate hydrclogic or-geolegie patterns except where
doing so would divide a8 _section, a city or village, or
produce similar incongruities which might hinder the
effective operation of the districtss; When--a--pubiie
pever—and-itrigation-district-requests—ef-the-eonmission
that--it--be-—aiieved--te-—e:eate——a—-natuzai--:esouzces
divisien:—the—pubiic-—pever--ané——irrigation—-&istrict‘s
benndaties—-shaii--not--be—-subject——to—-change-—by--the
comniasion—in-approving—or-denying-such—an—-appiicatien7
nnd-the—beunﬂaries—of-any-such—divisien-as-deiineateﬂ—by
the-comnission-nust-net-eztend—outside-the—beundazies—of
the—pubiic-pe'er-and-izrigatien-&istriet:

(3) Existing boundaries of political
subdivisions or voting precincts nmay be followed
wherever feasible. ﬁ—ﬂist:ict—may—inciude—nhoi}y-er--in
purt—the—iand-area-ef-ene-er~aere——eeuntie51 Districts
shall be of sufficient size to provide adequate finances
and administration for plans of improvements; and ne
ﬂistzict-shaii—conpzise-an-nrea-iess—than-—five--hundted
square-niies-ner--ote—than—seven-theusand-sgua:e-niies1

(4) The number of districts shall be not less
than twenty-five Sixteen nor more than fifey
twenty-eight., s¢-ané

15r-it—is-receguized--by--the--iegisiatnre--that
the:e—aze-those—pa:ts——ef-—the-—state—-chatacte:ized—-by
azeas—of—nencontributing-er-un&efined-gzoun&—-later--nnd
surface-arainage—uhere—cemnon—p:ebiems-exist:—-—in-—such
etens—poiiticai—subdivisien-boundaries--such--aa——ceﬂnty
and—-te'nship-—-ﬂeiineations--—et--—the---pianning—--and
deveiopnent-beundaries-as-éeveieped-by-the—state-—effice
of—Pianning-nnd—?zegranning-nay—be—app:op:iate—-and-—may
be-used-as-a-basis—for-éeternining-hounaaries—-of-—these
aistricts—by-the—conmission—vhere--such-—beunda:ies——are
net-ethervise-incensiseent—with-the-feregoing—critezia?

Sec. 2. The boundaries for the thirty-three
natural regources districts established by the Nebraska
Soil and §ater Copservation Copmissi on__on__August 20,
1970, are herehy abolj —and _shall have no leqgal
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siqpificance from and after the effective date of _this
acts

Sec. 3. That original section 2-3203, Reissue
Revised Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, is repealed.



